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NO to Deployment of S. Korean Troops!

NO to Participationin Trump’s War!

At a press conference today (September 18), President
Lee Jae Myung said, “There will be no deployment of
troops to become involved or intervene in the war,” and
stated that the “principle of non-involvement and non-
intervention in war” remains unchanged. At the same time,
however, he said that “minimum activities to protect our
country’s merchant vessels, crude oil transportation routes,
and the lives and safety of our citizens” are necessary, and
that the government is considering ways to “strengthen”
the activities of the Cheonghae Unit, which is currently
deployed near the Strait of Hormuz. This means increasing
the size of the already deployed Cheonghae Unit and
expanding the area and scope of its operations. This is a
deployment of South Korean troops, but one carried out
through a loophole that bypasses even the consent of the
National Assembly.

President Lee Jae Myung said that there are various
forms, including whether missions are combat or non-
combat and whether personnel or equipment are
dispatched, and that not all of these can be called troop
deployments. He was going to great lengths to avoid using
the word “deployment.” But all of these measures mean an
expansion of the South Korean military’s role. “Protecting
merchant vessels and crude oil transportation routes”
is also a military mission carried out using warships and
military personnel. In waters where the parties to the
war are confronting each other so sharply, can the South
Korean military alone conduct military activities that have
nothing to do with the war!

The government says that S. Korean troops will neither
be placed under foreign military command nor take part
in combat. But simply calling a deployment “non-combat”
does not make it unrelated to the war. S. Korea’s past
military interventions also began with arguments similar
to those the government is making today. Yet as the nature
and scope of those interventions changed, S. Korea itself
became involved in the region’s wars. During the US war in
Iraq, for example, the Roh Moo-hyun government initially
deployed engineering and medical units as “non-combat
troops,” but later expanded the deployment to include
combat troops.

Recently, fighting between the Houthis and the Saudi
Arabian side has intensified, and Houthi control now
extends not only to the area around Bab el-Mandeb but deep
into the Red Sea. With tensions in Hormuz overlapping
with fighting in the Red Sea, the Middle East’s major
maritime transportation routes are simultaneously being
drawn into military conflict.

Under these circumstances, it is contradictory for the
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government to speak of “the safety of our citizens” while
committing the South Korean military more deeply. On the
contrary, if South Korea intervenes militarily in the Strait of
Hormuz, South Korean vessels and citizens will be exposed
to even greater danger. Moreover, we cannot help but ask
whose “national interest” is being served by putting the lives
of ordinary young people who are deployed at risk and making
ordinary people pay the price for the expansion of war.

We have already seen clearly in Gaza what the wars of
the United States and Israel bring about.

The crisis surrounding Hormuz did not arise suddenly.
It emerged amid U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran and the
resulting expansion of the war. It is contradictory to claim
that “the safety of transportation routes” can be protected
by adding more military force to that war. What is needed
is not to send more warships and troops, but to prevent the
expansion of war and military tensions.

And this issue is not separate from Palestine. The war
that Israel began in Gaza expanded to Lebanon and Iran,
and the U.S.-Israeli war against Iran is in turn intertwined
with the situation in Palestine. Therefore, if South Korea
provides military backing for this war, there is no way that
this can have a positive impact on Palestinians.

We have witnessed the devastation in Palestine and
seen what the wars of the United States and Israel bring.
The South Korean government must immediately stop
expanding its military role in the Strait of Hormuz and its
attempts to deploy troops. We oppose South Korea being
mobilized for the hegemonic wars of the United States and
Israel, and we will continue our solidarity with Palestinians
fighting against massacres and war.

NO to Deployment of S. Korean Troops!
NO to Participation in Trump’s War!
NO to Supporting the US-Israeli War!
Solidarity with Palestinians!
September 18, 2026
“People in Solidarity with Palestinians”

SOLIDARITY WITH PALESTINIANS!
STOP GENOCIDE!
NO PARTICIPATION IN TRUMP'S WAR!
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Octoher 11(Sun) 2PM
SEOUL, Jonggak Stn. Exit 5
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