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No to Police Restrictions on the March's Main Route
Guarantee the Palestine Solidarity March in full!

The Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency recently banned
the December march on Insadong Street by the “People in
Solidarity with Palestinians” (hereafter PSP). On December 5,
the Seoul Administrative Court dismissed PSP’s application
to suspend the enforcement of this restriction notice. We
strongly condemn the Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency
and the Seoul Administrative Court for suppressing the
voice of solidarity with Palestine and attempting to stifle
the freedom of assembly and protest.

PSP has consistently raised its voice against the ruthless
genocide Israel has been perpetrating in Palestine with
the cooperation of the U.S. government, striving to build
solidarity. The rallies and marches held over the past two
years have been the most important means of expressing
this.

And yet, the Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency suddenly
banned PSP marches on Myeongdong-gil and Insadong-gil,
which had proceeded without any incident for the past two

years, citing “safety concerns” and other reasons.

However, far from that, the PSP marches have served as
a space where conscience, justice, and solidarity converge
and expand. People of diverse nationalities and backgrounds
have joined forces to hold rallies, while passersby—including
tourists—have cheered them on, responded enthusiastically,
and spontaneously joined the march. If there truly had been
a “threat to safety,” as the police claimed, none of this would
have been possible. Yet the court, invoking some vague
notion of “public welfare,” sided with the police in their
baseless and absurd attempt.

Who is truly undermining the “public welfare”? The
South Korean government has maintained cooperation
with the genocidal state of Israel. Recently, the Lee Jae-
myung administration voted in favor of Trump’s proposed
‘Gaza Peace Plan’ at the UN Security Council. This plan
is essentially nothing more than a colonial occupation
scheme, rejected by Palestinians and solidarity movements
worldwide. Moreover, even as brutal genocide unfolds in

Gaza, South Korea continues and expands exchanges and

Fundraising account

People in Solidarity
with Palestinians

Shinhan Bank 110—173-517650 (£|=)

Palestinians, migrants from different regions including Middle East & . _ L o,
North Africa and civil society organisations in S.Korea Contact: 010-2196-1917 E -

cooperation with Israel, including exporting components for
Israeli fighter jets. The South Korean government is by no

means free from accountability for this genocide.

This measure is clearly part of a threat to the democratic
rights, freedom of assembly and demonstration (marches).
Can it be considered coincidental that the Ministry of the
Interior and Safety and the police restricted the march by
PSP at a time when they were seeking to strengthen control
over assemblies and demonstrations invoking ‘anti-China
protests’ as their pretext?

The Monitoring Group for Human Rights Violations
in Assemblies and Demonstrations of ‘Lawyers for a
Democratic Society’ issued a statement on December 7,
“strongly condemning the court’s decision to designate
Insadong as a prohibited march area based on arbitrary
judgment rather than legal principles.” It also pointed
out, “Considering various recent decisions by the Seoul
Administrative Court, including this one, we question
whether the court is committing the error of treating
assemblies and marches as threats rather than fundamental
rights it should guarantee.”

The freedom of assembly and protest has been expanded
thanks to the struggles of long-oppressed and marginalized
people fighting for the right to resist unjust power. Police and
court bans on marches undermine this fundamental right.

Palestinians are demonstrating to the world that the most
oppressed people can rise up and fight for themselves,
sparking international solidarity. Western governments
aligned with Israel have mobilized state power to suppress
solidarity protests, yet they have never been able to stop the
rising tide of the solidarity movement.

We strongly condemn the police and court’s ban on
marches and will not yield to unjust attempts to stifle our
solidarity movement. Our march will continue until we
achieve justice: an end to the occupation and the liberation

of Palestine.

December 13, 2025
‘People in Solidarity with Palestinians’

website

Fund will be used for hosting and
promoting Palestine solidarity protests




